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Since 1987, CSRNE has saved, improved, and extended the lives of abandoned and

neglected American Cocker Spaniels.

When we think of rescuing dogs, be it the SPCA,
the town shelter, or our own Cocker Spaniel Rescue of
New England (CSRNE), we usually think about the
positive benefits to the adopted animal. But often it is
the rescued dogs themselves
who bestow significant support
to their new owners. “Getting
the right dog in the right home is
our main objective,” says
President Gerry Foss, and it is
frequently the older dogs, many
having themselves suffered
years of neglect and abuse, that
function best in their new capac-
ity as a spirit-lifting companion.
In this issue we will look at
some of the cockers we have
placed with seniors and how
these cockers have changed the
lives of the older folks who
adopted them.

One such cocker is Tess (for-
merly our Duchess). Earle and
Diana Quimby adopted the 10
year-old Tess in April of 2009.
Earle is himself 88 years old, a
decorated World War II veteran
who fought in the Battle of the
Bulge. His feet were so badly
frozen that he still has problems
to this day. Returning home after
experiencing the appalling horrors of WWII, Earle had
difficulties adjusting to life in America. Unfortunately,
post-traumatic stress was not a phrase in the vocabu-
lary then. Vets were expected to take off their uni-

forms and carry on with their lives. Earle did. For 41
years he was division manager at a manufacturing
company and he remained in the reserves for 11 years.
He volunteers in the schools, working one-on-one

with troubled kids and teaching
classes about WWII. But under-
neath the successful career, nei-
ther Earle nor his wife Diana
were aware of what was happen-
ing psychologically. Even 60
years after that momentous bat-
tle, he was still suffering from
depression and anxiety. Earle,
retired and with more time on his
hands to reflect on the unspeak-
able, needed freedom from the
anguish he had suffered for
decades. 

After the Quimbys took care
of a friend’s cocker, they were
smitten with the breed. Their
daughter insisted that a cocker
spaniel was the solution to
Earle’s bouts of depression and
they contacted CSRNE, where
they adopted Tess, the victim of
another type of trauma. Poor Tess
had been left in a shed after hav-
ing litters of pups, where food
was just thrown in if someone
thought to do so. By the time

CSRNE got her, she was in terrible shape. Her teeth
were especially in need of attention. She was given a
thorough veterinary exam, and fortunately, underneath
the filth and mats she was a healthy dog. And, like

Tess and her best friend Earle Quimby, 
WWII veteran

Seniors for Seniors
by Nancy A. Messinger
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most of these resilient little dogs, the cruel treatment had not dampened her
remarkable spirit. 

Like so many of the badly neglected rescue cockers, she quickly forgot
her past and became Earle’s best friend. She not only sleeps with Earle, but
she also decides when Earle gets up (which just happens to be a good deal
earlier than when Earle would like to get up!) But of course, he defers to
Tess’s 7:00 A.M. “encouragement,” which sounds like a whispered “umm,
umm, umm.” He simply cannot resist her and tell her to go back to bed so he
can get a bit more shut-eye. After all, there are things to do!

One of the major reasons Earle has to get going early is that he is work-
ing on a project for Tess—a new fence. Now, most of us cocker owners have
a fenced-in area for our pups to run in. But this fence is not just any fence—
it is a mahogany fence with cedar frames. Nothing but the best for his Tess.

Another supportive cocker, Suzy Q, came to visit me last month. I met
her a few years ago after convincing a friend to foster her until CSRNE could
find her a forever home. Now she is serving as a calming companion to Rita
Gautreau, who had been hospitalized with anxiety problems. Rita lives with
her daughter Eileen and the doctor told Eileen that without intervention, Rita
would wind up back in the hospital. So Eileen took the necessary steps to
make her mother’s life more comfortable. She found an adult day care that
takes up part of Rita’s day. But one problem remained—Eileen goes to work
before Rita’s bus comes in the morning, and, worse still, Rita returned to an
empty house. Not any more. “When Eileen leaves for work, Suzy is great
company,” Rita told me. “And when my bus finally does come, Suzy looks
up at me as if to say, ‘Do you have to go to school today?’ That look pulls at
my heart.” 

Rita went on to tell me how she disliked coming back to a cheerless,
empty home. Now she knows that Suzy is not only there waiting for her, but
needs her. By late afternoon, Suzy has to go out, and, as any cocker knows,
she needs a biscuit! 

Eileen told me that her mother would
be lost without Suzy Q. “Suzy has a very
calming influence on my mother when

she gets anxious, which happens often, particularly if I’m not around. Suzy
will snuggle right up to her and put her paw on her shoulder as if to say, “I’m
here, it’s okay.” My mother will brag to anyone who will listen how Suzy has
saved her from a life of anxiety attacks. 

Just as Suzy can sense when Rita is about to have an anxiety attack, Jan
Wilding’s cocker, Marley, knows exactly what she needs after a bout of nau-
sea. Jan has had two types of cancer, and she can tell you what true com-
forters and healers these merry little dogs are, for she has suffered the most
daunting of illnesses. Her cockers have gotten her through everything from
surgery to chemo to radiation therapy. 

Several years ago, two cockers, Morgan and Dusty, helped pull her through the miseries of colon cancer.
They were always there for her; they gave her a reason to live. They seemed to know when to just wait, when to
sit beside her, when to put a paw on her shoulder, and when to simply lie quietly beside her. 

Jan has a soft spot for older cockers that most people would walk right by—cockers who had been brought
into shelters and vets just because they were elderly or had some health problems. For instance, Marley, at 10,
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A reassuring paw
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was taken to a veterinarian to be euthanized because she had a severe skin condition. The vet thought she was
so sweet that she contacted CSRNE and we called Jan, who simply changed her diet and she’s been fine ever
since. 

In fact, she has adopted so many older cockers that she has lost count! Some were as old as 13 when she took
them. But several had four or five happy, healthy years with her until old age finally crept in. “At least I knew

that last phase of their lives was filled with love and joy. I felt it was the least
I could do for those older dogs,” said Jan. 

And now it is little Marley that is comforting her. In 2007, Jan found out
she had lung cancer. Marley senses when Jan is having a bad day. When she
is sick, Marley lies patiently outside the bathroom door, waiting. “Just know-
ing she is there helps me through the horrible bouts of nausea. Sometimes I am
in there a long time before I recover enough to get back to my bed, but just
knowing she cares . . . .” When Jan crawls back into bed, Marley is right there
for her. “When I start patting her, it takes my mind off the ordeal I’ve just been
through. I forget almost instantly as she snuggles beside me.” 

But every dog, no matter how faithful and how devoted, has needs. And it
is those needs that give Jan a reason to go on. A reason to get out of bed in the
morning to let Marley out. A reason to get up and feed her and put down fresh
water. Marley is helping Jan through her illness and Jan, by feeding Marley
the right diet and providing proper veterinary care, has not only already
extended her life, but has also brought joy and companionship to Marley that

she never had before. And Marley is so adorable that Jan feels a surge of pride when she takes her for a walk, or
into a shop, and she becomes the center of attention. 

Some other older cockers who are helping senior Ron Nelson
are the elderly “herd” residing in Millbury. Over the years, Linda
Errington has adopted more than eleven older dogs! She and her
father, Ron, deserve every ounce of comfort and companionship
they get in return. Presently they have five dogs—four cockers and
a Springer—ranging in age from 9 to 14. 

Garth, Ron’s big buff buddy, sticks to him like glue. Ron enjoys
giving all the dogs back rubs and rice cakes. Brady and Bruschi
sleep on his bed with him, and sometimes even Molly and Angel get
up there. Poor Ron has to negotiate for space in his own bed! But
in return, they do keep him warm. Ron is 82 years old, on oxygen,
and blind. 

“It took a while, but now Molly has started to bond with me.
Every morning she comes into my room and gives me kisses,” Ron
says.

Linda told me that the dogs are real company for her father. “They are truly a blessing. He is limited in what
he can do, and the dogs are his buddies. Sometimes he is in the other room and I think he is talking to me, but
he calls back ‘No, I’m talking to my buddies!’

“He talks to them and entertains them when I am not at home,” Linda said. “They give him the will to live
and me a peace of mind I haven’t had in years.” 

Cockers are merry little companions. How can you be depressed when they are going about the house wag-
ging those stubby little tails? That is why Linda has adopted so many over the years. But it took a while for her
father to realize why she did that, and why she has put so much time and energy volunteering for CSRNE. “The
other day my dad said to me, ‘I finally understand why you do so much for Cocker Rescue. We give these dogs
a new lease on life when we adopt them, and they lovingly return the favor.’”

Editor’s note: More and more older cockers are coming to our door as their owners, sadly, are losing their homes
or simply can no longer afford to keep them. CSRNE can only continue to rescue senior cockers if you, our
friends, are willing to adopt them. We hope this article will inspire our readers to adopt an older cocker.

Jan Wilding & Marley –
Best Friends

Ron Nelson with Bruschi, Garth & Molly
“Hey dad anymore rice cakes left?”
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Cocker Love Letters
Dear CSRNE,
These are pictures of Atticus and Scout. Both dogs are
doing great—they have a wonderful time playing together
and share toys like young gentlemen. Atticus loves his cat,
and Snow the cat tolerates Atticus but I must say Scout
really loves the cat. Snow is not so fond of Scout who
shows his interest in a much more eager way.
Potty training is going well for both boys—Atticus pretty
much has it down pat. He rings a bell hanging from the
door when he wants to go out. He still does not like to be
outside by himself but has learned to hold it until he gets
our attention. Scout is coming along. He only tinkles in our
house when he gets excited, mostly by the cat.
Atticus has a very endearing trait. If we are in different
rooms, he will spend the whole evening rotating between
us. He will spend about 10 minutes with Bill in his office,
10 with Lara at her desk and 10 with me in the kitchen and
then just start over until we all end up in one place. He
loves us all but especially cries when Lara goes to school in the morning. Scout seems to have instantly bond-
ed with Grampa. They are together all the time, except for puppy play time. On the days when I have to go to
work, Atticus spends his day with Grampa and Scout.
I can't tell you how much we love these dogs! We are so grateful for the work you and all of your foster fami-
lies do to save these wonderful dogs. Thanks again.
Sincerely,
Sherry Bogdanovich, MA

Dear CSRNE, 
Thank you so much for bringing Crystal into our
lives. After losing Molly and Tara within 8 weeks
of each other, our house was feeling rather empty
(and so were our hearts).  Crystal is an adorable
delight. She and our sheltie, Teddy Bear play end-
lessly; tug-of war is their current favorite. We’ve
also had a chance to let them run at my brother’s
fenced yard and they’ll chase each other for 10 to
15 minutes before Teddy crouches down like he’s
playing. He’ll spring up when she gets near and
the chase begins all over.
Crystal rides well, but will not walk any distance
on a leash. She plants herself and will not budge.
Bob, my husband, is thrilled—he’s got another
snuggle-bunny. She just loves to be with people
and is never far from us. 

Thanks again for all you  do to help wonderful dogs like Crystal. 
Denise Merrill, NH

Brothers Atticus & Scout (formerly Alex & Jesse)
look for their favorite playmate, Snow the cat.

Pint-sized Crystal gives big brother Teddy-Bear a run for
his money!
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Dear CSRNE, 
Here is our annual update on our rescued boys. Lucky has come
such a long way from that “Bold Pup” we brought home. He is one
very happy and cheery little boy—his tail is always wagging, espe-
cially if his daddy is around. He is definitely more a “guy’s” dog,
but he has a few female friends he lets touch him. We think he will
always be nervous when anyone touches his hind end, but we make
a game out of it and he seems okay. He still has his collection of
stuffed animals he must hold onto and talk to several times a day.
We refer them as his “Dr. Bunny sessions.”
Duncan is doing very well with his vision problems. His night
vision is gone completely, and he slows down or stops when he
enters a dark room, but when he is outside, he is fine. We bought
him a little black biker helmet for when he really starts bumping
into things. He looks so cute with it on!
We recently took a two-week drive out to New Mexico to see my
family and, of course, we took the kids with us. I can’t tell you how
pleased we were with their behavior. They went into hotel rooms
like it was the greatest thing on earth and did not bark at all the

night noises or
doors closing.
The elevator was not comfortable for them, but they adjust-
ed after the second or third time in one. Everywhere we
went, people came out to meet them; the staff at the pet-
friendly hotels are supposed to charge a pet fee, but many
of them didn’t because they love cockers and thought they
were so cute. Of course we explained to everyone that the
boys were rescued cockers, and people were even more
impressed by them.
We even had some women from across the hall come in
with a camera and ask to have their picture taken with the

cockers. Guess who jumped right up into the arms of one of the women? Duncan! He is such a ladies man!
Kissing everyone in sight and sitting on their feet when we stop to talk to them.
We are, as always, so grateful you helped us bring these wonderful companions into our lives.
Helen & Mitch Skinner, NH

Dear CSRNE,
Remember me? I was that sad looking cocker you rescued
with demodectic mange and allergies. I was so itchy - all I
did was scratch.  But I'm all better now thanks to CSRNE
and my foster mom Donna Gondek. Donna gave me all my
medicated baths and special medicine and she discovered
I'm a natural at agility and flyball!  I've been practicing for
months and now I'm ready for real competitions - Donna
says I could be a champion!!
Thanks for paying all my big vet bills - my CSRNE friends
never gave up on me. I'll keep you all posted on my
progress.  I'm really going places!
Shannon

Partially-sighted Duncan wearing his
biker helmet (for more information on
special gear for dogs, go to
www.handicappedpets.com)

See Shannon jump!

Lucky talking it all out with Dr. Bunny
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Help us Keep
‘em Healthy
Spring is such an

expensive time of year for
us. We currently have 34
older cockers in our
Permanent Care Program
and they all need annual
exams, vaccines, 4DX tests
for heartworm and Lyme
disease as well as flea,
tick, and heartworm pre-
ventative. Even with our

rescue discount, the average cost is $125.74 per dog. Your
spring donation will help us provide this necessary veterinary
care to our rescue cockers.

Thank You!

Editor’s note: To read about Molly's amazing recovery, go
to our website www.csrne.org

Just a Coincidence?

Dear CSRNE,
Here I am with 3 of our rescue cockers (Millie, Tina & Maggie)and my
friend Paris. When I sent in my first donation to CSRNE, my luck started
to change... My stock portfolio went through the roof and my friends told
me I looked 10 years younger! When I sent my next donation to CSRNE,
I got a bonus at work, I lost 12 pounds and our cocker spaniel Maggie
stopped peeing in the house!  Just a coincidence? I don't think so!
I'm making another donation today - We hope you will too!

Jane Morgan

Dr. Rosenblat with Miss Molly -
Queen of the Angell Memorial
Animal Hospital ICU
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